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Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2000 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to publicly reaffirm our Na-
tion’s strong and continuing commitment to
controlling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 30, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 4.

Proclamation 7347—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2000
September 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year marks the 25th anniversary of

the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act and the 10th anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA). These two
landmark civil rights laws have opened the
doors of opportunity for people with disabil-
ities and increased our awareness of the
enormous contributions that Americans with
disabilities can make to our national life.

A decade ago, when we were debating the
Americans with Disabilities Act, critics said
that making workplaces, public transpor-
tation, public facilities, and telecommuni-
cations more accessible would be too costly
and burdensome. But they have been proved
wrong. Since passage of the ADA in 1990,
more than a million men and women with

disabilities have entered the labor force and,
as taxpayers, consumers, and workers, they
are contributing to a period of unprece-
dented prosperity and record employment in
our country.

Throughout my Administration, we have
worked hard to break down the barriers that
people with disabilities continue to face on
a daily basis. In 1998, I signed the Workforce
Investment Act, requiring that information
technology purchased by the Federal Gov-
ernment be accessible to people with disabil-
ities. In 1999, I was proud to sign the Ticket
to Work and Work Incentives Improvement
Act, which enables Americans with disabil-
ities to retain their Medicare or Medicaid
coverage when they go to work, because no
one should have to choose between health
care and a job. We are also dramatically ex-
panding the income students with disabilities
can earn while retaining access to disability
benefits; and to lead by example, we are hir-
ing more people with disabilities throughout
the Federal Government.

Today’s revolution in information and
communications technology offers us power-
ful new tools to expand employment and
training opportunities for people with disabil-
ities. Whether translating web pages aloud
for people who are blind or visually impaired,
creating captioning for those who are deaf
or hard of hearing, or enabling people with
physical disabilities to control a computer
through eye movement and brain waves,
these technologies show enormous potential
for increasing access to employment and full
participation in society. We are exploring
ways that Medicare and Medicaid can be en-
hanced to cover the cost of assistive tech-
nology so that people can live and work more
independently in the communities of their
choosing. And I was pleased to announce on
September 21 that dozens of corporate lead-
ers from the technology sector and the presi-
dents of many of America’s leading research
universities have pledged to make their prod-
ucts and services accessible to and usable by
people with disabilities.

A new generation of young people with
disabilities is growing up in America today—
graduating from high school, going to col-
lege, and preparing to participate fully in the
workplace. They have a right to make the
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most of their potential, and our Nation must
make the most of their intellect, talents, and
abilities. By working together to break down
barriers for Americans with disabilities, we
will keep our economy growing, make a last-
ing investment in the future of our country,
and uphold our fundamental commitment to
justice and equality for all our people.

To recognize the enormous potential of in-
dividuals with disabilities and to encourage
all Americans to work toward their full inte-
gration into the workforce, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved August 11, 1945,
as amended (36 U.S.C. 121), has designated
October of each year as ‘‘National Disability
Employment Awareness Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 2000 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon Government officials, educators,
labor leaders, employers, and the people of
the United States to observe this month with
appropriate programs and activities that reaf-
firm our determination to fulfill the letter
and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities
Act.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 30, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 4.

Proclamation 7349—Child Health
Day, 2000
September 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As parents and as concerned citizens, we

have a profound responsibility to ensure that
America’s children not only receive a healthy

start in life, but also that they continue to
grow and develop in a nurturing environment
where they have the opportunity to reach
their full potential.

Recognizing the importance of healthy,
happy children to the future of our Nation,
my Administration has strived to offer Amer-
ica’s families the tools they need to fulfill
their responsibilities. In 1997, I was proud
to sign into law the Child Health Insurance
Program (CHIP), the largest investment in
children’s health care since the creation of
Medicaid 35 years ago. This innovative pro-
gram allows States to use Federal funds to
provide health insurance for children of
working families whose incomes are too high
to qualify for Medicaid but too low to afford
private health insurance. Children with
health insurance are more likely to receive
the immunizations and other preventive care
they need to avoid serious illnesses and to
enjoy a healthier start in life. In March of
1997, only 4 States provided such coverage
for children. Today, 30 States have plans ap-
proved to cover qualified children, and I have
proposed an additional $5.5 billion over the
next 10 years to cover even more children
and to raise awareness of CHIP among fami-
lies who may not realize they are eligible.

In addition to quality health care, children
need nutritious meals every day. I am pleased
that our national school lunch program pro-
vides healthy lunches to more than 25 million
students in more than 96,000 schools across
our nation, ensuring that some of our most
vulnerable children can look forward to at
least one healthy meal each day. We can also
be heartened to know that children enrolled
in programs funded under the Department
of Agriculture’s Special Supplemental Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children not
only receive the nutritious food they need,
but also are immunized earlier, perform bet-
ter in school, and spend less time in the doc-
tor’s office.

Since 1965, in addition to engaging parents
in the early educational development of their
children, the Head Start program has pro-
vided medical, mental health, nutrition, and
dental services to more than 17 million chil-
dren from birth to age 5. My Administration
will continue this investment by increasing
Head Start funding in our proposed fiscal


